Measures for its removal are necessary only* if its location or extent render it harmful or uncomfortable to the patient and should ordinarily be employed only after correction or treatment of the underlying abnormality.
There are many conditions with which oedema may be associated, but only a few of these will be considered in this review, which is concerned primarily with the practical aspects of medical treatment. The conditions to which attention will be devoted comprise congestive heart failure, acute and chronic nephritis, cirrhosis of the liver, the [Aug., 1940 ethylenediamine (aminophylline The classical division of aperients is into?Laxatives, which increase the bulk of the stools but do not alter their consistency; purgatives, which produce unformed motions; hydragogues, which are followed by .watery stools; drastic purgatives, which excite an inflammatory reaction in the intestine. This is not a bad classification, but it should be remembered that it is a classification based on the intensity of the effect produced by the drug, which depends not merely on the choice of the aperient, but also on the dose given and the contents of the patient's colon.
Consistency of the motion.?Any aperient tends to produce a stool which is more watery than normal, for by shortening the time taken for the journey through the intestine it reduces the time available for the absorption of water in the colon.
Griping is the sensation of pain produced by over- A large fluid motion is passed, the volume of which is far greater than that of the original saline draught.
It should be noted that the aperient action of a saline amounts to this, that a certain volume of water is rendered non-absorbable by the intestinal epithelium. There is no evidence that magnesium sulphate exercises any direct action on the wall of the intestine, and it has been shown that little or no absorption of the salt occurs.
It is interesting to note that when magnesium sulphate is injected directly into the circulation its effect is to produce narcosis, and in fact it has been employed for this purpose. It is a dangerous narcotic. The popular belief that the regular daily dose of a saline purgative is in some way deleterious is, of course, wrong. A daily dose of salts is an excellent way of securing a daily motion for patients who wish to aid Nature. 
